Manitoba Amateur Wrestling Association
(MAWA)

Tournament Hosting Policy and Procedures

Purpose

This policy outlines the duties and responsibilities of tournament hosts during the
organization and operation of MAWA-sanctioned tournaments. These standards ensure
athlete safety, fair competition, and consistency across all sanctioned events.

1. Sanctioning and Officials

e MAWA will maintain an up-to-date list of qualified officials, including referees and
pairing masters.

e Tournament hosts must complete and submit the MAWA Sanction Request
Application a minimum of 30 days prior to the tournament.

e MAWA will assign officials as deemed appropriate based on tournament scope and
requirements.

e The tournament host must secure the services of an accredited athletic therapist or
an equivalent certified medical professional (e.g., paramedic, nurse, or first
responder) for the duration of the tournament.

e The tournament host is responsible for covering the costs of all officials and medical
personnel for the event.

2. Tournament Information and Promotion

e Itis recommended that a tournament information flyer be distributed well in advance
of the event.
MAWA will assist in distributing tournament information to members.
All MAWA-accredited tournaments will be promoted on the MAWA website and
official social media channels.
Tournament details should include:
e Date, time, and location
e Divisions and weight classes offered
e Entry fees and registration deadlines
e Contact information for the tournament host
e Weigh-in procedures and start times
Coaches’ Room (Recommended):
e Tournament hosts are encouraged to provide a coaches’ room with snacks,
refreshments, and lunch for coaches, officials, and medical personnel.
e The tournament host is responsible for covering all related costs.
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3. Membership and Eligibility

A MAWA representative or designated official must verify that all participants are:

o Current members in good standing with MAWA, or

o Insured through another provincial wrestling organization or USA Wrestling.
Non-MAWA athletes may only compete once proof of insurance coverage has been
confirmed.

4. Medical and Emergency Preparedness

The tournament host must provide a qualified medical professional on-site for the
duration of the event.

The location of the medical/first aid area must be clearly marked and announced at
the coaches’ meeting.

An emergency contact person for the event must be designated in advance.
Information on medical and emergency services must be communicated to all
coaches at the start of the tournament.

5. Weigh-Ins and Athlete Classification

Weigh-ins should occur the morning of the tournament and be supervised by a
referee or designated official.
Day-before weigh-ins may be permitted at the discretion of the tournament host with
MAWA approval, provided they are conducted under the same official supervision
and conditions as standard weigh-ins.
Random (“red-dot”) or full weigh-ins are acceptable, but the chosen method must be
communicated to all coaches beforehand.
Athletes are expected to be on weight.

o A1 kg allowance is permitted for regular-season tournaments.

o Provincial Championships and Provincial Team Trials require athletes to

make exact weight (no allowance).

Athlete Re-classification:
If an athlete’s actual weigh-in differs significantly from their registered weight, the
head official or designated weigh-in official, in consultation with the coach or parent
and the tournament host, may move the wrestler to a more appropriate weight
class.

o Such adjustments must prioritize safety, fairness, and competitive balance.

o Athletes may move up a maximum of one (1) weight class from their actual

weigh-in weight.

Once weigh-ins and any re-classifications are complete, the final weight information
will be provided to the tournament organizer or designated person responsible for
creating and adjusting the brackets.
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6. Weight Classes and Divisions

Tournaments may use standard MAWA weight classes or group wrestlers by weight,
ensuring safety and fairness.
Wrestlers should remain within their appropriate age division and weight class
whenever possible.
o No more than one age group should be combined.
o Coach and parent approval are required for athletes competing up in age or
weight class.
o Athletes may move up only one (1) weight class from their actual weight or
registered division.
Bracketing must prioritize athlete safety, experience level, and equitable match
opportunities.

7. Bracket Publication

Preliminary divisions and brackets must be released to coaches and MAWA staff at

least three (3) days before the tournament (e.g., Wednesday for a Saturday event).

This provides time for eligibility verification and for coaches to raise concerns about
age or weight groupings.

Once weigh-ins and any adjustments are complete, the finalized brackets should be
confirmed and distributed to coaches before wrestling begins.

8. Conduct and Compliance

Tournament hosts are responsible for ensuring all tournament operations follow
MAWA rules, regulations, and the Wrestling Canada Lutte (WCL) Code of Conduct.
MAWA reserves the right to revoke or suspend tournament-sanctioning privileges
for clubs that fail to comply with reporting or payment deadlines.

Tournament Fee Remittance:

Following the event, the tournament host must remit $5.00 per registered wrestler to
MAWA by e-transfer or cheque.

Payment must be received no later than two (2) weeks after the conclusion of the
tournament.

E-transfers should be sent to wrestling@sportmanitoba.ca with the tournament
name and date in the message line.

Cheques should be made payable to the Manitoba Amateur Wrestling Association
and mailed to the MAWA office.

9. Contact and Support

For assistance with sanctioning, officials, or tournament logistics, contact:

Manitoba Amateur Wrestling Association (MAWA) Tournament Co-ordinator

Email: wrestling@sportmanitoba.ca

Website: www.mawawrestling.ca

Jens Reuter
Email: jensreuter1i@gmail.com
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Recommended Tournament Checklist

[J Sanctioning & Documentation

e Completed MAWA Sanction Request Form (approved 30 + days before)
e Copy of MAWA Tournament Hosting Policy available for event staff

e Proof of insurance and membership for all participants verified and on file

Officials & Medical

Licensed officials confirmed (referees, pairing master, etc.)
Accredited athletic therapist or qualified medical personnel on site
Medical/first-aid area clearly marked and announced

Emergency plan and contact person posted

..O.D

Venue & Equipment

Mats cleaned, secured, and inspected prior to competition

Weigh-in area set up with accurate scales and supervising official present
Audio/PA system tested for announcements and music (if used)

Tables and chairs for pairing masters, officials, and scorekeepers arranged

.O..D

Coach & Athlete Services

Coaches’ meeting agenda prepared (include safety notes and emergency info)
Coaches’ room organized with snacks, refreshments, and lunch (if provided)
Warm-up space and athlete staging area clearly designated

Brackets reviewed and posted at least 3 days prior, then updated after weigh-ins

O...D

Operations & Communication

Event schedule printed and posted (include start times and mat assignments)
Officials and volunteers briefing held before matches begin

Results recording system tested (SmoothComp, Trackwrestling, etc.)

All coaches notified of any bracket changes before wrestling begins

....D

Post-Tournament

Final results and participant numbers submitted to MAWA

$5.00 per-athlete remittance sent to MAWA (by e-transfer or cheque within 2 weeks)
Venue cleaned and equipment stored

Debrief with MAWA rep (if applicable) to note any issues or improvements

...OD
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